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After years of traveling a road set before me ftorth, the words of Jesus Christ taken from Joh6,24am
the way, the truth and the lifg3ut me on a completely new path. My life has betemnally changed and the
darkness of deception has been turned to thedigimwcompromising truth.

I was born into a Roman Catholic famiigh traditions that went back to the time of Bhomas the
Apostle who was martyred in South India in 52 AAnother tradition in Kerala, South India tells of a
merchant by the name of Thomas of Cana from Syhia eame to Kerala in 345 AD with 72 families. We
believed that we descended as Roman Catholicstfiese families.

Whether these traditions are true tsefd was brought up by my parents in the striatiecipline of
the Catholic religion. On the seventh day aftevas born | was baptized. My education was in Roman
Catholic schools, which adhered to the rituals disdipline of this religious system. | held thaditions,
beliefs and practices to be true and was attractétie long mantle-cassock of the priests and dautiful
vestments for the Holy Mass and other ceremon&$en | graduated from high school | was told thgt m
vocation was to become a priest like my late UrRkey. Matthew, my father’s brother.

| joined the minor seminary in 1963. After two yearf study, | entered St. Thomas Apostolic Major
Seminary at Kottayam. My courses in philosophydoemy 1965 and were completed in 1968. Thesethre
years subjects such as the ancient philosophy @é¢g; Medieval and ancient psychology, modern jodygh



and logic were studied. During summer holidays | helped my parents at home and the parish priest by teaching
catechism classes for the youth and organizing dutivities.

Then | began four years covering every aspect steayatic theology. Holiday periods | continued to
help the parish priest and had different pastogaésences in other parishes as well. On Sundaysdched
sermons, organized youth and assisted parish griesbther ways. When these years concluded | was

ordained a priest December3911972. Ordination day was celebrated with mudemsnity. The people
including my parents kissed my hands and lookesh@ivith respect and admiration. | was taken uphisy
attention.

In my priestly life | was an orthodox Catholic, gig allegiance to the Pope as my ultimate authotlity
daily administered the sacraments routinely periognthe traditional practices of the Catholic Ghuuntil
the grace of God brought a change into my lifeetdme spiritually unsettled and even miserablehas t
validity of infant baptism and auricular confession the forgiveness of sins as well as vain pcastisuch as
the veneration of images and the worship of MaryhesHoly Mother of God became offensive to me.
Unbiblical dogmas and the infallibility of the Poptso disturbed me. My faith in the real presenicéesus in
the bread and wine of the Eucharist diminished ¢wee. | continued silently in this state of mikdowing
that if 1 voiced my doubts, | would be ostracizgersecuted and even physically harmed by the Roman
Catholic community with the backing of bishops gnigsts.

In 1985 and 1986 | came in contact with a belovaa,n$imon Kottoor, who had left the priesthood.
Simon really knew the Lord and was walking in Hinthanoticeable joy and contentment. He led meht® t
Bible. | developed the habit of reading the Biery day without failure whether | understoodritnot. As
God’'s Word became part of my thinking, | began tmerstand that the Roman Catholic Church is not in
conformity with the Bible in many things.

Through Simon | was introduced to the writings ofaother former priest, Bart Brewer, director of
Mission to Catholics International, in San Dieg@lifdrnia USA. | had access to tracts and booksighed
by this ministry. In time | came to see that Gad/erd is truth as Jesus so clearly said in His gralye night
before His crucifixion;'Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth(John 17:17) And | also came to
know that truth has absolute authority for life drdiness ~the scripture cannot be broken(John 10:35).
So the Lord used Simon Kottoor to open my eyefie¢dWWord of God and His precious gift of salvation.

Although | do not know the exact day | was savedas being drawn by God to be saved especially in

1994 and 1995. | was greatly influenced by thie¥ahg Bible verses I"am the way, the truth, and the life;
no man cometh unto the father but by’mé@ohn 14:6;“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesu
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath edidHim from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Fadn wie
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and wighntlouth confession is made unto salvatigkdmans 10:
9-10); “For through him we have access by one Spirit uht Father.” (Ephesians 2:18);For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be save(Romans 10: 13);'Neither is there salvation in any
other; for there is no other name under heavenmgamong men, whereby we must be savgitts 2:4).

Gradually while | still lived as a priest, | losbrfidence in the sacramental system and persomal go
works, which were supposed to accomplish a prooéssalvation. God’'s Word, convicted me of my own
sinfulness, which no ritual practices could rectifvhen it became clear that only Jesus Christdceave me
from sin and its effects, | immediately believed avas immediately saved.

What relief and freedom! The only perfect offerifog sin that God the Father could ever accept. |
had been taught that the sacrifice of Jesus Clomsthe cross for the sins of the world was noficgaifit, that
we must expiate for our sins. Penance, satisfactite merit of others, especially Mary and thatsatould
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God and fully man provided the completely suffitiggayment for all sin. The doctrines and tradsicof
Romanism undermine God'’s free gift of salvatiorereed by all who believe in Jesus Christ.

In the Vatican Council Il Document (No.B)dulgentiarum Doctrinait is stated,

“...they (saints) have carried their crosses to n@f®ation for their own sins and the sins of
others. They were convinced that they could bedfr brothers to obtain salvation from God who is
the Father of mercies.” and “...they (the prayerd good works of the Blessed Virgin Mary) are
truly immense, unfathomable and even pristine @ ttalue before God. In the treasury, too, aee th
prayers and good works of all the saints, all theke have followed in the footsteps of Christ the
Lord and by His grace have made their lives holy earried out the mission the Father entrusted to
them. In this way they attained their own salvatamd at the same time cooperated in saving their
brothers in the unity of the Mystical Body.”

Such teaching clearly contradicts God’'s Word arglages those who follow it to a life-long system.
The only way to be saved is by grace through faithesus Christ alone. (Ephesians 2: 8-9) Salvasi not
by my works or the works of any person dead orealiv.for by one offering he hath perfected forevemthe
that are sanctified” (Hebrews 10: 14). Romans 11:6 clarifies furth&nd if by grace, then it is no more of
works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But fatof works, then is it no more grace; otherwisekws no
more work.” When | believed my sins were expiated totallyiftg been paid for in full by the shedding of
Christ’s blood on the cross. | was declared etigrnghteous by God because Christ’s righteousmveas
credited to me.

The Roman Catholic Church claims that: “Justifmats conferred in Baptism, the sacrament of faith
It conforms us to the righteousness of God, Who asalts inwardly just by the power of his mercy.”
(Catechism of the Catholic ChurcRara. 1992) The sacramental system is a programod{s, which
nullifies the grace of God putting man-made coodsiand restrictions on unmerited favor. The a#tion of
infused righteousness as a basis for justificaBoa negation of consistent biblical teaching.isltGod who
justifies. The only justification before God istalmed by belief in the gospel, that Jesus Christl,dwas
buried and rose again for my sins. Those who \elthis truth are saved. Justification is posiioegal
righteousness in Christ. He is the only foundaf@mthe legal residence of the believéio the praise and
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us acckpi¢he beloved.{Ephesians 1:6)

Romans 3:23 and 6:2F6r all have sinned, and come short of the glonGoid' and “the wages of
sin is death but the gift of God is eternal lifedtingh Jesus Christ, our Lordéonvicted me that | am a sinner
and everyone is a sinner in need of a savior alvdtgm. | also came to know that Jesus Chrish@loan
save me because the Fatheratle him who knew no sin to be sin on our behadt, we might become the
righteousness of God in hifr(2 Corinthians 5:21) Jesus Christ completehdpae price of my sin and only
faith in this finished work of the cross could sawe or any man. Salvation is a gift of God, it reanbe
acquired through our merits.F6r by grace are ye saved through faith; and that of yourselves, it is the
gift of God — not of works, lest any man shoulddbégEphesians 2:8-9) In the light of this truth hgaup
depending on good works and the sacraments.

Jesus Christ alone is the Way, the Truth and tifee LiThe traditions, practices and dogmas of the
Catholic Church blinded me to this truth. The @&thChurch is not in Christ because she teacHalsa way
that leads to death; the works she adds to theutiitient work of Christ undermine the unmeriteddr of
God, the grace-gift of salvation. Regarding trasilsays: ['do not make void (or nullify) the grace of God;
for if righteousness come by the law, then Chiistl éh vain.” (Galatians 2:21)

After accepting the gift of salvation by faith aégoim Christ alone, | was to live by faith, depemgdon
God for every provision. Knowledge of God’s Word wia continually direct me in His way. One law



showed me that the Roman Catholic Church goes against what God teaches by prohibiting marriage for
priests. In Genesis 2:18 it saysnd the Lord said, It is not good that the man $thdne alone; | will make
him an help fit for himi. And Word of God explains thafdrbidding to marry is a departure from the faith,
an example of false doctrine. (1 Timothy 4: 1-4eTlord in His love and grace gave me a partnefifor
when | left the Roman Catholic system. Eight yesdtsr leaving a parish where | had met Mercy weewe
married. She too was brought up in the strictestigline of a Roman Catholic family and was spaity
uncomfortable with all the man made doctrines. Tchendation of our relationship is the Lord, and ks
blessed us with a son, Lance, born on October 3.1

God'’s faithfulness was also evident in my life e tperson of Dr. Jacob Chelli, Director of Berean
Baptist Bible College and Seminary in Bangalore. Chelli was used by the Holy Spirit in my life ¢ontinue
to instruct me in His Word. Under Dr.Chell’'s tkéng | became fully convinced of the need to betirad.
Mercy also took many lessons in the Word of Gothittime. The command to be baptized as a belis\e
public witness to the reality of a believer's idécation with Jesus Christ in His death, burialdan
resurrection. On July 6, 1997 Dr. Chelli baptizeg wife and | at the Bible College Chapel. Thisswa
glorious testimony to our victory in the Lord.

As we live in Christ, the words of Jesus in LUke223 give us strength, courage and consolation to
face every testing and tribulation and what Satahtas forces bring against ugléessed are ye, when men
shall hate you, and when they shall separate yomftheir company, and shall reproach you, and cast
your name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. i&ejge in that day, and leap for joy; for, behojaur
reward is great in heaven; for in like manner digitr fathers unto the prophets.”

| give deepest heartfelt praise to Gwodcalling me and my wife, Mercy, to be born agairChrist
Jesus by the grace of God. We are in the Light,fose from the darkness of the deceptive system of
Romanism. In the beginning we were reluctant amdried about abandoning the rosary and the other
traditional prayers that we used from our birthovNwe know that the Mass is meaningless becaussew@é
Hebrews 10:10-12 that the sacrifice Christ offenes complete, no one can add to His perfect warke
sacrifice of the Cross cannot be repeated; inistfed in God’s eyes. The Mass is not the samieeasacrifice
on Calvary, as the Catholic Church teaches. Godisawklls us‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved{Acts 16:31). The only thing that is neededdalvation is to believe that Christ died, was
buried and was raised from the dead, acceptingdsiraur Lord and Savior. Romans 4:5 sais,him that
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifidik tingodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.”

Mercy and | are no longer afraid tofpss our faith in Jesus Christ before others. By'&grace we
have the courage to deny Roman Catholic teachings before Catholics and Catholic priests. God has
given us a boldness to proclaim His truth beforgoas and everywhere. Our relatives and friendse hav
abandoned us and we are not allowed to go to otinplaces and our houses because they are ashéanned o
My family was a priestly family; | was the sixthigst. This made them very proud. | am considereslwho
has spoiled the Roman Catholic name of my family.

We are encouraged by many who are samdchave become our friends. | thank God thatrge
children of God and that we are truly free. Th&udd that we now enjoy the peace of Christ, whichgives
to His own. In John 14:27 we readéace | leave with you, my peace | give unto yat;as the world
giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart beubted, neither let it be afraid.”Psalm 18:2 sayShe Lord
is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; noglGny strength, in whom | will trust; my shieladathe
horn of my salvation, and my high tower.”

As long as we are fixed on this rocH &rtress, no one can take away our peace. Hidsumust be
a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path I(f44.9:105). If this is true in our everyday lifee way will
remain clear for us despite rejection and trial and we will walk by faith in the victory Christ has accomplished



for us.

Dear Reader, if you are not yet right with God, adhat you are separated from God because of gimgr
“For all have sinned and come sort of the glory @dG (Romans 3:23). When you admit that you are a
sinner you must understand that “the wages okgileath” (Romans 6:23). That means that you needrt@

to life and salvation because you are dead sglyitud@his you cannot do yourself because themihing of
merit in us that could ever help earn our salvatilvere must be some one else who can bring you to
salvation. You need a substitute, the Scriptuags $hat there is one just like that, Read 1Pett, 2Who

his own self bare our sins in his own body on tee”t That one is none else than Christ Jesus. Sokse

be believed on, as your righteous substitute. aialv is only through believing in Him as your penal
savior and Lord, and also confessing Him with yijps. (Romans10: 9-10) So if now you are convintiext
salvation is only through trusting in Christ’s stifodion death in your place, express your hedrtbelief
directly to God. You will be saved eternally or ather words you will have eternal life with Him. h&@
Apostle John testifies to this in his first letieith the words, This is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son(1 John 5:11)raise The Lord!

If you wish to email Joseph Cherucheril, his adslisphiljoseph2001@yahoo.com

Joseph is now in ministry to the Catholics with then of convincing them of the Biblical truths. Nsits
Catholic families in Bangalore and whenever possihl distant areas, he also distributes tracts isHe
translating some tracts into Malyalam, his motleergue. He also conducts a Bible study and prayéisi
house on every Friday evening, about six familiger@l. He teaches Sunday school also afTdigernacle
Baptist Churchwhere Joseph Athyalil is the Pastor.



