| Had Never.Hr the True Gospel
By Peggy O’Neill

| served as a sister in a religiouseorfdr about fifty years and during all that tinhdvad never heard
the true Gospel. Certain things may be let ride wthen it comes to the Gospel there can be no comge,
because the Gospel is the power of God for salvat® false gospel cannot have that power and hoych
that preaches a perverted gospel is depriving éisioers of the foundational and most essential gesshe
message of salvation.

False Teachers in the Early Church

In the Bible we read of the churche&adatia where false teachers were leading peafieanother
gospel. They were going back under law, for ad agebelieving in Jesus Christ, they had to obseer&ain
religious laws making Christianity a set of rulewldaws whereby they had to earn heaven. GalaGaapter
Three tells us that Christ has redeemed us fronctinee of the law and that He is the end of the ftamw
righteousness. If we take Jesus plus any religmusas a means of salvation we are fallen froncgrawe
cannot trust in law and grace at the same timérysmy to combine the two, we put ourselves under. | By
adding anything to the finished work of the croGsyist will profit us nothing. Galatians 3:21 saymt if
righteousness comes by the law then Christ diadhim This is the seriousness of being under ahe-ive

have to be our own saviors and the Bible says mibatman can be saved by keeping the law. It is not

surprising, therefore, that the Apostle Peauhis Epistle to the Galatians used strong wondsay that if
anyone, even an angel from heaven were to preaxthemgospel, let him be accursed.

My Attempts to Live by the Law

Like the Galatians, | was trying to samyself by a combination of law and grace. | wating my
faith in Jesus but also in my own actions, tryiagarn heaven and the things of God by doing teelb=ould
instead of receiving salvation as a gift. The Gbsg@s no longer Good News, for the burden of s@lmavas
on my back. Inthe end, | could only hope to beedan spite of all my attendance at Mass, theasaents,
prayers, and other good works. By offering my aighteousness as a means of being accepted betatel G
was, according to Galatians 5:3, making myselflatateto the whole law. | was obligated to meetamdard
of perfection that equals that of God. | had neweterstood how to trust Jesus and Him alone aSawipr.
| had not known that it was not by my performarmg, by just believing and accepting the perfeatgdesus
paid when He shed His blood for me on Calvary thvabuld be saved. When | heard the true messatfecof
Gospel, the truth set me free. | praise God tfzah llearning to depend more and more on the LosdsJer
my needs, both in this life and for eternity.

Famine in Ireland

A catechism of the Catholic Church gitlkis teaching, “The Bishops have the missionre&phing
the Gospel to every creature so that all may atalwation through faith, Baptism and the obsergavicthe
Commandments.” This preaches a gospel of worksmiing law and grace, the Catholic Church haleffal
into the same error as the Galatians. A churchablenowledges much of the truth of the Word of Gmat



that misrepresents the Gospel is the kind of chuntchwhich | was born in Ireland. | was told iag/the one
true Church and for over sixty years, | never otheebted or questioned that.

The second of ten children, | had ékample of good parents who were faithful membérth&ir
Church. Were my family to be judged by the teaghiand traditions of the Catholic Church, we caalld
reasonably hope for a place in heaven. But thé&eBdls us that we will be judged, not by the teags of
any Church, but by the Word of GodTHe Word that | have spoken, the same shall judigeirh the last
day” (John 12:48). In my young days, there was nahglescopy of the Bible in our home. Happily, tgda
things in that regard have changed.

Here in Ireland, we still talk abouet®reat Famine of the 1840's when the potato aigulfand a
million people died of starvation, while anotherliom emigrated to America never again to returmko
Ireland in the 1990's is a land of abundance, liertet is a famine of a different kind, a famine diégcl in the
Bible “Behold the days come, saith the Lord God, Thaill send a famine in the land, not a famine of
bread, nor a thirst for water, But of hearing thek¥s of the Lortl (Amos 8:11). Those days of famine have
surely come to Ireland, yet it is encouraging towrthat more and more people have been meetinghege
for some years to study the Bible and feast uperWwbrd of the Lord.

My Mother’s Death in Ireland

In England where | spent most of mygrelus life, | was an enthusiastic believer in Migarismatic
Movement, considered to have been a genuine mowbeoHoly Spirit. | also attended some Christian
meetings with thousands of Christians from manjonat When | got permission from my religious sugrs
to come home to care for my mother in the lasysers of her life, | had the opportunity to listenChristian
radio programs where the Gospel of salvation wagpilagly preached. When my mother died, aged
ninety-five, | did not have an understanding of @@spel so | was unable to help her have an asseicrher
salvation. However, | recall with joy her words e on the day she died, “I want Jesus to comenfer
today.” These were precious words. Also durirgsthyears at home, | had contact with a nephewired, m
Tom Griffin, who had a godly influence on my liféde had joined a Christian church and he introdunedo
J.P. Walsh who was the leader of a local group éekly Bible study. All this eventually led up toym
discovering the unconditional love of God and therhting message of the Gospel.

Christ’'s Righteousness Available to Me

‘Righteousnesswas the key word that opened for me the trutthef Gospel. | found the word in
Paul's description of the Gospel in Romans 1:16he Gospel “.is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth ; ...for in it is thghteousness of Godevealed.” The righteousness of God--this is
what is required to get to heaven. What God desasdperfection:nothing less than His own
righteousness.This was something new to me for all | was everscarus of wasny own righteousnesand
how | could save my soul. | could have been coeghdo those Jews in Romans 10:Bor* they, being
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going abougstablish their own righteousness, have not subdit
themselves to the righteousness of Gotlwas ignorant of God'’s righteousness. Whaakies for salvation
is a righteousness that equals that of God an@Wwkhat no one could ever reach that standards tFien is
what the Gospel is all about: what God demandsprideides. The Good News is that if we believdasus
Christ whose death on the cross, burial and restisrehas paid the price of our sin, we will beeshv The
Bible puts it this way, Jesus who knew no sin became sin for us that wet idgmade thaghteousness of
God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).In exchange for my sins, God will give me the reghisness of Jesus,
God’s righteousness for my sins! This is the Gbleavs, the Gospel in a nutshell.

Salvation by Grace

God’s Word tells us that salvationysgbace alone. | soon found out why salvationgsfiafrom God
and cannot be byorks. Isaiah 64:6 saysAll our righteousnesses are as filthy ragghen compared with
the infinite righteousness of God. All my besoef$, my faithfulness, my good works are nothing fisthy
rags when it comes to earning heaven. | couldmeam heaven, so Jesus did it for me. 1 just ctm®od



empty handed, not with all my “great” keeping ofvé&a my penance and my holiness. My dependence is
totally on Jesus and what He has done for me., Baoé a religious Jew who had strictly adherethéolaw,
came to the place where he said he wanted to kimdking but Christ and Him crucified. We too mustre
to that place of dependency, not on ourselves.onoMary or any Church--all our dependency must be o
Christ. We look to Him and Him alone. Even thouglr good lives will never gain heaven for us, ¢hisra
purpose in living an upright life in our day-to-deglationships with our families and others. Th®o, is
provided for by God’s grace in the direction of M&rd and the power of His Spirit given to us thenment
we believe. Salvation is on the basis of our faitdesus Christ, not on the basis of our conddttat same
faith keeps us trusting in Jesus Christ as we waily by His Spirit.

| had never heard the full story of Begtion, how completely Jesus had dealt with sigaee us
from hell, ‘the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast thedfalse prophet are, and shall be tormented
day and night forever and evefRevelation 20:10). Jesus did not partially dedh sin. He did such a
complete and finished work that all sin was bloteed and washed away by His precious blood. Sast,p
present and future, even those sins not yet coetuinittere forgiven two thousand years ago when Jieds
on that cross on Calvary. God does not keep adexiothe believer’s sins. I,“even |, am he who blotteth
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and livat remember thy sihglsaiah 43:25). The debt of sin
has been completely paid, yet not everyone wils&eed. There is one thing that will send peopléeib
Jesus Himself spoke about it in John 16tBeYy believe not on Mea rejection of Jesus and the salvation He
gained for us. God does not violate the will ol gerson, nor is salvation automatic. Man is born
condemned, separated from God as a son of Adan@Gddis will is for all men to be saved and to coimea
knowledge of the truth. For those who believe i€, “There is therefore now no comdemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus(Romans 8:1).

God's Justice Satisfied

The jury is still out” is what a priest recently said in this conteXccording to Romans Chapter
Three, the jury has already pronounced the verl&ujlty”. “There is none righteous, no, not dnerhe
religious and the unreligious are all guilty bef@ed. In His justice, God had to impose a perfaltysin, and
since man could never pay that penalty, God iniddis found a way to do for us what we ourselvedadoot
do. He gave His Son, Jesus, who took all the blamas and in our place He was condemned to deldth.
died on the cross. Jesus was forsaken by His Fatie descended into hell and took from Satarkédys of
hell and death. The heavenly courts of eternéicpisvere satisfied and the believer’'s debt wdyg fidid. On
the third day Jesus was raised from the dead byitie Spirit, Jesus the first born-from the deduk first
born of many brethrenMan must accept Jesus’ sacrifice to be savedwvuath he does, God accepts him on
the basis of His Son’s righteousness.

Relationship with God Restored in Christ

As time went on, | saw that in the Brres our relationship with God is based on boblk’'&grace
andfaith. His plan for our salvation is that we shouldéed in Christ Jesus by grace through faitkor‘by
grace are ye saved through faith; and that notwfelves, it is the gift of GodEphesians 2:8). Faith is not
a gift we get from our parents or from the churdhaith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God” (Rom 10:17). In God’'s plan for salvation, faitiself, by which we trust only on Christ and His
completed work, is of itself the work of God. Thiss the message Jesus gave the people in Joh2%:28
when they asked what they should do that they migiik the works of God. Jesus said to thefis$ is the
work of God, that ye believe on Him whom[Ged has serit | would have said that | had always believed
in Jesus, yet now | realize that | had not knowas tdal Jesus, the Jesus revealed in the Scripturaad
known nothing of the gift of righteousness He haaffer or of the complete forgiveness of sin briatugbout
by His death and resurrection. Titus 1:16 say$iey profess that they know God, but in works thay
Him...” | was carrying out religious practices that showmeat | did not know Him. | thought it was essaint
for my salvation to attend Mass because | had uit dccepted His propitiatory sacrifice on the €50 |
sought forgiveness for sin in the Sacrament of Reitation, not knowing that Jesus had already neded



me to God. As well as depending on Jesus, | adgembled on Mary , the saints, my penances and good
works, my hours of adoration before the Blessed&aent, rosaries, scapulars, indulgences, purgat®ayl
uses a word to describe the value of anything wéotido to add to the work of Jesus, it is the waddng”
(Philippians 3:8). All our good works are displegsto God if offered as a means of gaining heafegn
ourselves or for others, implying that what Jesdod Calvary was not enough.

Repentance from Dead Works

According to Hebrews 6:1, one of the foundationshef Christian life is repentance or turning away
from dead works. By dead works is meant religipresctices and good works performed either by ohesel
through the ministry of the church so as to obsaivation. All these works, no matter how rightgoare the
filthy rags referred to in Isaiah 64:6. They areatvis called religion and religion is man’s coufe for Jesus
Christ. There is no promise in the Bible that sajgious people will go to heaven. On the comtrdesus
called the most religious people on earth in Higetithe Pharisees, to repentance. The Bibleuzlikat to be
declared righteous before God, the first thing westnalo is stop working for it. This was very sggario me,
who as a Catholic had been led to put so much esippha my own performance as well as on the mingtr
priests. Once heard, the Word of God must talet fitace and God’s Word in Romans 4:5 left me in no
doubt, ‘But to him thatworketh notbutbelievethon Him that justifieth the ungodly, Haith is counted for
righteousness$

| had never really believed, as | hastan accepted salvation as a gift. By God’s merayas
convicted of the sin of not totally trusting in dssand His finished work. | repented from deadksand
from trusting in my own righteousness and | acagptes finished work of Jesus on the cross. | had n
really heard the Word of salvation and with the Waame God’s gift of supernatural faith. As in 2
Corinthians 4, | believed therefore | spoke and mdted my life to Jesus Christ trusting in Him ag m
Savior. At that instant, God imparted to me Hghteousness. In my new born-again spirit, | was as
righteous as God, not because of any goodnessnef it because of Jesus. What had happened te me i
described in 2 Corinthians 5:17. | experiencedas@n. | was born again in the way that Jesud &ai
Nicodemus, you must be born agdin | was baptized with the only baptism that bsngalvation,
identification with Jesus Christ. For the firainé | knew that my name was written in the Lamb’'oBof
Life.

Baptism into Jesus Christ

What had happened to me is what th&eBihblisbaptism into Jesus Christ. Romans 6:3 ,As many
of us as werdaptized into Jesus Christere baptized into His dedth Galatians 3:27 for as many of you
as have beemaptized into Christhave put on Christ There was no external ceremony, no priest, no
godparents. It was a matter between God the Faflwer and Holy Spirit, and me. | had receiveddhe
baptism that is necessary for salvation.

A short time afterwards | was baptibydmmersion in the Atlantic Ocean at a placeechBanna
Strand in my native County Kerry. This baptismwater by immersion is an expression of the innemgle
that had already taken place in my spirit. It \@gsublic confession of my belief in Jesus ChrisSasior and
a showing forth of His death, burial and resuraacti Baptism in water does not make a person astimj it
shows that he already is a Christian. The Catl@tiarch has lost this truth of the baptism intougeShrist,
the baptism that translates us from the kingdor8aifin into the kingdom of God. For this reasarait be
said that many Catholics are Christian only in name

Catholic Infant Baptism

Paul in reference to the baptism irgsu$, speaks in Colossians 2:11 of the circumcdidhe heart,
a circumcision madwithout hands. | was one day old when | was taken to the I@atholic Church to be
baptized. The hands of the priest signed me \kghsign of the cross, anointed me with oil andschrand



put salt on my lips. There was a laying on of lkaadd hands were used to pour water on my head. My
baptism, outwardly a beautiful and symbolic cereynavas in reality nothing but an empty ritual. Bam in
water is a biblical ordinance that Christians oaftgr believing in Jesus. In the Acts of the Afessii0:44-47,
there is an example of Christian baptism for Newtdment believers. In verse 47, baptism in wateiven
only after Cornelius and his household were saved and filed the Holy Spirit. In Ireland there was an
incident recently where a baby died, days beforgais to be baptized. That the baby died withoutitan
added to the parents grief. The Catholic Churdhmemnliturgy could only invite them to trust in theercy of
God and pray for their child’s salvation. Howewaccording to the Word of God, that child went iginato
heaven. It is true that everyone is born in oagsin (in Adam), but Romans 5:13 tells thatn*is not
imputed where there is no lawThe law does not apply until a child comeshe tise of reason or the age of
discernment. Paul wroteFF6r | was alive apart from the law once; but whttie commandment came, sin
revived, and | died’(Romans 7:9). The false doctrines relating to isapiare a betrayal of the trust of
millions of sincere Catholics who are misled ash@r true standing before God in an area wherie tfuslity

of life here on earth and their eternity is at stakintil about eight years ago, | would have sjipopposed
anything said against the Catholic Church, and egehset about writing this testimony, my intentiwas to
avoid any adverse criticism. But things have notked out that way and any criticism of mine isyowsil the
system into which | was born.

Understanding the Bible

Some people say that the Bible is hardnderstand and this is true if one fails to grasrtain
foundational truths. One of those truths is thacept that man is apirit being with asoul (mind, will
emotions) and he lives intzody. In | Thessalonians 5:23 we see how God dividas, fispirit, soul and
body and Hebrews 4:12 talks about the Word of Gpafcing even to the dividing asunder of the sod a
spirit”. Catholic doctrine attributes to the soul whiag Bible attributes to the spirit making no distiog
between the two. Without a knowledge of this d&ion, there was much in the Bible that | could no
understand. | could not understand Scripture $riikle the righteousness of the believer or “ass;iso are
we in this world”. To live the Christian life is important to know how our spirit, soul and bodgdtion and
relate to one another so that by the power of thly Bpirit, the recreated spirit may dominate tbeyand
soul which will not be free from the presence afisitil the believer experiences physical death.

Some time ago, a story was told in cwrrch of a poor man who owned one field. He hactlip
enough to live on, but had he known, he could Hmen a wealthy man, for underneath that field wasila
well. This man’s story is that of many of us Chaiss today. Inside us is a spiritual “oil welind we are not
aware of the limitless resources of God within ltsSs possible that the early Christians knew &retl by the
power of the Holy Spirit that was available in theorn-again spirits. With the true Gospel messdgey
turned the then known world upside down in the fwgenty to thirty years of Christianity. In ouoim-again
spirits, God has provided everything we need arglliféi will be manifested through our lives to ttegree
that we renew our minds with His Word and use tiaeg He makes available moment by moment. The Bibl
tells us in | Corinthians 1:30 that Jesusi§ made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, amctifcation, and
redemption” .

My Religious Order

At seventeen, | left home to enter@rder of the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mafis is an
International Order founded by Fr. Jean PierreHaailat Beziers in the South of France. | spentfitee
seven years of my religious life in France and thfter training as a teacher in England, | devahady-five
years to teaching in parish schools governed byLtwal Education Authority. Side by side with lifs a
teacher was my religious life considered by meddHhe highest calling. During all my years in toavent, |
never had any reason to think otherwise. Afterp#eod of six years at home caring for my mothevpuld
have returned to the convent to work and share thémuns | respected, loved and knew so well.odnger
sister of mine, Carmel, is a member of the order stme is presently teaching African children in Bam
However, it was not possible for me to return te tbnvent as | no longer could agree with the iagshtand



practices of the Catholic Church. Soon, | no longewed the religious life as being the highedtinca
Richard Bennett, once a Dominican priest writingam article, “Is the Religious Form of Life Desighby
God?”, says that the Bible has ordained only tliferent institutions: the family, the church atigb state.
Religious life could not be reconciled with the Warf God.

Freed from the Law

Having been under law for so much oflifey the Epistle to the Galatians is of particulerest to

me. In addition to being subject to the Ten Conunaents and other church laws, religious life haown
rules, constitutions and vows. The Bible, howegpeaks of only one law for New Testament believeos
the law of works, but the law of Jesus Christ,va Varitten on our hearts. Jesus Himself is theitseaf the
Mosaic Law which like everything else in the Oldwoant was only a type and shadow of things to come
“The Commandments of Ordinances were nailed toCitess”, and the part that remained was the spidt a
intent of the law - that we love God with all ougants and our neighbors as ourselves. This ldheivery
nature of Jesus Himself living today through anvaddal in the flesh. He is not looking at our waird
observances. He wants to find people who yieldhHadves to Him so completely that He can live Hitune
in them from the inside out. We have a descriptibthe nature and character of Jesus in Galati€2%-23,
“the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longfsring, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekndés;asdrol”.
On earth Jesus was a living manifestation of tha &@f the Spirit. This is not a list of pleasanialities that
improve our personalities, but the character otigeShrist. In our lives it is manifested when bwaag
through faith we allow His Spirit rather than ounfsl natures to be in control. Romans 8:29 sagt God
has predestined believers to be conformed to thgenof His Son. In our lives there can be joyeadtof
discouragement, peace rather than confusion aifigl, $tre loving, wholesome word instead of the itiga
or unkind word.

Instead of subjecting ourselves toléle of Moses, we let Christ live His life in us tlugh His Spirit
who enables us in our weakness. This is the lawsJeeferred to in Matthew Shat whoever shall do it and
teach by example shall be called great in the kimgaf heaveil Religious life with its rules and vows is not
God’'s way as defined in the Scriptures. Religigog/s of poverty, chastity and obedience are nohdom
Scripture. Jesus directs us in Matthew 5:34-38wear not at all, neither by heaven, for it is Gothirone,
nor by the earth, for it is his footstool...neitrsralt thou swear by thy head...but let your comoation be
‘Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for whatever is more than ¢heemeth of evil What is spoken of in the New
Testament is theriesthood of all believers. Peter writes that every true believer is a mentbex ‘royal
priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). Jesus is our High Priest andeletis in Christ are priests with a divine call and
purpose to offer up spiritual sacrifices, the $meriof a yielded heart, offering praise to Godilhthings and
invited to a ministry of intercession on behalotiiers.

One Mediator, Jesus Christ

The Epistle to the Hebrews was writt@roring people from the Old Covenant way of segvisod
into the New Covenant realities that Jesus Chrisught into effect. Sad to say, the transition has yet
been made two thousand years later. The Cathblicdd still has the law and the priesthood. Inlitergy
there is the sacrifice and the altar, priestly mesits, incense, candles, all of which were esddntidewish
religion and worship. These were Old Testamenegygnd shadows of things to come. The Catholigcbhu
has Christianized Judaism and not come into the Bewenant established by the finished work of Jesus
the Cross. For years, at Mass, | heard the woTtiss is the blood of the New and Everlasting Ccavatii’ |
knew little or nothing about that Covenant. | vegerating under an Old Covenant mentality. ThehQlat
Church ordains priests to perpetrate the Sacuficee Cross, claiming that God still needs to ppemsed for
sin. To quote from a Catholic catechism, “Eaclrisee of the Mass appeases Go@sath against sin.”
Contrary to this, God says in His Wor&d' have | sworn that | would not ixeath with you or rebuke you.”
And in Hebrews 8:12,1*will be merciful to their unrighteousness, aneithsins and their iniquities | will
remember no more”.

A priesthood and sacrifice of atonententover for a broken law were imperative under Mosaic



Law, but in New Testament times, there is no lawpriesthood (apart from the priesthood of belisyand

no sacrifice (Jesus Christ paid the sin debt if).fuWe no longer need priests to stand before @sd
mediators, nor has any believer more direct adme&od than another. We are all invited to comielipdo

the throne of grace, to come to our Father, stgniirthe righteousness of His Son which is imputzall
who believe in Him. We can directly worship, fingercy and help in every need. Like so many men and
women in religious orders, priests are men whostrelés to love and serve God, but the Roman Ciathol
priesthood dishonors Jesus Christ and His oncadf@acrifice on Calvary. Their role as mediatassirps

the present-day ministry in heaven of Jesus Claistonly Mediator, Advocate and High Priest.

Mariolatry
The same can be said of the place gwevary, the mother of Jesus. She is given tithes rightly

belong to God, even the Father, Son and Holy Sp8ite is called Mother of Mercy , the All Holy, ther of
the Living, Seat of Wisdom, Gate of Heaven, Advecdtlediatrix, Co-Redeemer, the litany goes on and o
Pope Benedict Xl wrote, “The Blood shed for usilahose members which He offered to the Father, the
wounds He received as the price of our libertyrayeother than the flesh and blood of Mary. Thues with
Christ redeemed mankind.” Medical science, howesenfirms that a child gets its blood from theh&at
Therefore, the blood of Jesus was the blood of Gaxts 20:28) the precious blood of the Everlasting
Covenant. We were redeemed withé' precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb withblemish and without
spot” (1 Peter 1:19). Pope Paul VI in “The Credo of Be®ple of God” gave Mary her newest title, Mary,
Mother of the Church. In John 19:27, the wordsJe$sus from the crossBéhold thy mother!’ are
interpreted as a declaration of Mary to be mothar ¢the whole church. It is significant that irhd¢s three
epistles there is not even a mention of Mary’s nameéher is there a reference to her in any ofotiner New
Testament epistles which were written to the chescfor guidance in matters of doctrine, worshipd an
church discipline. Had John interpreted the ward$esus from the cross as the Catholic Churcldbas, he
would surely have exhorted people to look upon Masyheir mother to whom they could entrust thanes
and petitions

There is no biblical evidence of anyone prayingMary or giving her thehyperduliatype of
veneration recommended by the Catholic Church. piesent Pope, John Paul I, speaking of Mary's
suffering said, “It was on Calvary that Mary’s sufhg beside the suffering of Jesus reached ansityavhich
can hardly be imagined from a human point of vieut which was mysteriously and supernaturally fulifor
the redemption of the world.” It is not surprisitigat a church which emphasizes the necessity @ gamrks
for salvation would find in Mary a supreme exampldhuman merit. Notwithstanding her exalted poaitin
Catholicism, Mary was a human being and like arigber, she performed works of righteousness dunieig
lifetime. However, the words of Isaiah 64:6 apfiyher, the same as to all mankindll“our righteous
nesses are as filthy rags.Mary’s suffering therefore could make no contition to the redemption of the
world. With no support from God’s Word, the CaibaChurch in numerous papal encyclicals has loaded
Mary with every honor, unrestrainedly exalting lpgwer and excellency thereby laying the foundabon
which has been built the great edifice of Mariglatihe idolatrous worship of Mary. We thank God fdary,
a wonderful woman of faith and obedience to Godizaketh in her greeting said, “Blessed is she that
believed”.

For centuries, Satan has been usinguaterfeit Mary to deceive milions of devout Cditm
Deception was the device he used in the GarderdehEvhen he tempted Eve and it is the device he use
today. The Bible, in 2 Corinthians 11:14, tellstbat Satan comes as an angel of light. Examgléssare
apparitions at places like Lourdes and Fatima. opReare called to pray the rosary, do penancegemak
reparation to Mary’'s “ Immaculate” heart. Onlytfain Jesus Christ can save us, there is nothingamedo
apart from Him that has eternal value. These messarg lies of Satan, twisting the truth of the fi&hs The
only means of uncovering these deceptions is thedWdb God. Jesus Himself dealt with the temptatioh
Satan in the wilderness by using the words of 8arp (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10).

The Good News



At one of the last provincial assensotid the order which | attended while still a rigligs, | remember
a Scripture that was reatiSee, | have this day set thee over the nationsoaadthe kingdoms, to root out
and to pull down, and to destroy and to throw doteruild and to plant’(Jeremiah 1:10). Jeremiah lived to
see this prophecy come true. People world-widéheg hear the Gospel and look to the Word of Gad fo
truth, are able by the grace of God, to leave loehefigious traditions and unbiblical beliefs lohgld sacred
by themselves, their fathers and their forefathddgw wine has to be put into new wineskins. Peape
leaving denominational churches, each with its @articular religious laws which only serve to deithe
Body of Christ, and coming out into fresh groundlite the Christian life as outlined in the Acts thie
Apostles and the Epistles.

In Romans we read of Gentiles, sinmdrs were not seeking after God but who were maglgeous
by faith, while the religious Jews who were veralees, doing everything they could, were not made
righteous before God. The religious Jews were haty zealous but misdirected as it says in Rorhar
“They have a ze&dbr God, but not according to knowledgjeSome people find it hard to accept salvation as
a gift. “That makes it too easy”, was one comment | dhea’And another, “There must be a catch
somewhere.” Obviously for some, the Good New®ds good to be true. That salvation is unmerited an
undeserved is the offence of the Gospel. Thathatwpset the Jews in Jesus’ dayl what upsets religion
today. Religious Jews crucified Christ and persettuhe early Church and it is still religious pEofoday
who come out against the Gospel. Good people wéat Wb maintain their own goodness are sometimes
hard to reach with the true Gospel. For them,Glo®d News becomes bad news. If God were to ask us
what we had done to entitle us to enter heavemeaGhristian would say it was nothing he had dbne that
he had put all his trust in Jesus. An axiom toamver is: “Religion is built on what man does foods
Christianity is built on what God has done for man.

The Great Commission

Before ascending into heaven, Jesus ga Great Commission to His disciples, “Go irite whole
world and preach the Gospel.” God has giusra ministry of reconciliation and we need to makeghat
we ourselves have the true message described inrtidans 5:17-21. We are not to be engaged in
reconciling people to God either by the Sacramémexonciliation (Confession) or by any other actaf
man. Reconciliation is something that happenettieaiCross of Calvary. In 2 Corinthians 5:20 wedrdaat
we are to beambassadors for Christ His personal representatives, pleading with petplbe reconciled to
God. God is extending the hand of friendship to Wéll you grasp that Hand, will you believe in athGod
says His Son did for you on Calvary? Will you nepp@f your dead works and accept God’s gift of
Righteousness in order to be saved?

To carry out this ministryesus told His first ambassadors to wait until tweyld be “endued with
power from on high.” Here Jesus was referring lte baptism in the Holy Spirit, He Himself being the
Baptizer. His disciples needed the power of théytpirit that would enable them to preach the @&hsp
Like them, we all need the special anointing of Hay Spirit to help us to carry out our ministiy\ot by
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit saith thed.of hosts”(Zechariah 4:6). The Holy Spirit is now here
on this earth convicting the world of sin. The Kia is most concerned with is the refusal to believJesus
Christ and His work of salvation. Our ministryte tell the Good News to everyone we can. Theepoit
redemption for all men has been paid. Forgiverseasailable to all who will believe. Peace is gible even
in this life. It is the responsibility of every llever as an ambassador for Jesus Christ to materkno the
world, the Good News of the true Gospel.

The Power of the True Gospel

Ever since | came to know Jesus, myeéss been to share with others about the salvate have
in Jesus. There is none good bwing that is God (Matthew 19:17). Once we understand this trutke,
know we cannot depend on ourselves or any pergiog lor dead. We need Jesus and belief in Himhiatw
God asks of us. My favorite salvation Scripturevisat Jesus Himself said to Nicodemudnless a man is



born again he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hedv Being born again and believing in Jesus isdfte
one and the same. | had often heard the storyomiddmus but it took over sixty years for me to ensteind
the message. | had followed the traditions andra@s of men never asking myself what Jesus meatte
term ‘born again’. Jesus referred Nicodemus tobtifazen serpent that was lifted up by Moses indéeert,
symbolic of Himself Who would be lifted up on theoSs. Believe in Jesus and you will be born agan,
will be saved.

The first Christians preached with gn@awer as we are told in the Acts of the Apostied Paul said
that his message was not with wise, persuasive sMoutl with a demonstration of the Spirit's powertlsat
people’s faith might not be in men but in the powéGod. The Gospel is not only about what Jesdisveb
thousand years ago but about what He is doing tottag the power of God to those who believe.

A Message for the Reader

In this testimony, | have taken the appnity to share some of the truths from God’s Widrat were
unknown to me for years. | wish to conclude byreihg to the wonderful message of the true Gospiek
a simple message, yet one that is hidden fromomslliof people today. The Gospel is the story efgbwer
of the precious blood of Jesus, shed for you onctioss at Calvary, “The Story of the Great Exchange
God'’s righteousness for our sinsbrihe hath made him, who knew no sin, to be siuspthat we might be
made the righteousness of God in’hi(@ Corinthians 5:21).

Dear reader, the moment you are coawicif your sin and see that there is no way to gaueself,
that salvation is only possible by believing in tmeished work of Jesus Christ--His death, buriad a
resurrection--is the moment of your salvation. Yoam know for certain that heaven is yours foetdrnity.
It is the grace of God made available to us adtdhgit is received by faithwhile we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us (Romans 5:8). God is faithful to all who seekhii*a broken and a contrite heart, O God thou
wilt not despisé (Psalm 51:17)*Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shdle saved” (Acts
2:21).



