XVI1. Blind Faith and Conviction

When I was a regular Orthodox Christian, I along with all Orthodox believers took
pride in the fact that we had the most ancient faith and the best one received by us
“directly from Christ Himself”. So they taught us. And so we taught others.

So how did we conclude that we had the “best”? I did not know this, and neither did
millions of other believers like me. I blindly believed what they taught us, tried to
persuade others, even thought I myself did not know where to begin and on what basis to
form my convictions. I knew the holy history of the Old and New Testaments, the
Catechism, though even millions of my fellow brothers in the faith did not know that
much. They learned something from their parents or from people at large. Therefore, no
surprisingly, what they learned from other people they called “the faith of the fathers”.

Along with others, I also believed that I had “the faith of the fathers”, and it was the
best, and for it our fathers and uncles fought and spilled blood.

For the faith we accepted everything: religion, rites, customs, teaching, and anything
else, by true knowledge. What was true faith, we did not know.

When I was forced to become acquainted with the teachings of the Protestant
churches, within me arose a view that if I could put into the hands of an Orthodox
believer the Scriptures and teach him, then he would become the best Christian, which is
what God desires. Already at that time I began to realize that the Orthodox believer did
not have enough knowledge and understanding of the Holy Scriptures.

This question nagged me increasingly. Especially from the time when at one church
conference in Germany, I heard some remarks from the representatives of the German
Protestants that Orthodoxy does not give out the necessary knowledge of the Scriptures to
its members. It was the truth.

When I was appointed as a priest, one of the elder priests told me, “If you want to be
a good priest, then study the Scriptures well. It will help you in a lot of areas and will
teach you much...” I took his advice to heart.

I took the ministry seriously and sincerely.

I wanted to be a worthy servant of God. I understood and knew from the experience
of others that church ministers often did not live a good example for their church
members, but instead tempted them. I feared this. I fervently prayed that the Lord would
protect me so I would not be a stumbling block for others. I read more and more the
Scriptures and more deeply began to understand the Truth which is written in them. I had
to admit that much of what I had learned in Orthodox dogmatic theology contradicted the
teaching of the Holy Scriptures.

I shared my observations and revelations with my brother-priests. They agreed on
some points, but they confessed their inability to change the situation in the church.
Some simply told me, “Mind your own business...”

I still decided to reform some church services and started with the Acathisti. Then I
reduced and edited the lines of the baptismal rite and later the Liturgy. I meant to do the
same with all the church services and prayers. And I was sure that I did this all for the
glory of God.

But then a complete miracle ensued. The Lord saw my desire to labor for the glory of
His Name. But He also saw that I was not doing anything that He needed. Therefore He



revealed to me that I should depart from Orthodoxy and stop wasting my time. When |
came to perform the Liturgy, inside of me welled up a feeling of fear. Now I felt that I
was not doing what pleased God. I groaned during the duration of the whole service, and
when I went out to preach, a special power from on high sprouted wings within me and
put the Word into my lips, as well as giving me the courage to speak about that which
they run away from declaring in Orthodox churches: about reconciliation with God
through the acceptance of the Gospel truth through repentance.

For my congregation, it was something completely new. At first they listened with
interest and praised my sermons, but then they started to detect in them Protestant
tendencies.

And this had to come to a close. And how happy I am that the Lord did an amazing
deed for me! He led me to the path of Truth.

XVII. Temptations and Hesitations

“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert for your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a
roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.” (1 Pet. 5:8) Such wrote the Apostle Peter.
How right he was.

The enemy did not pass me by.

When I ministered the way it was practiced in the Orthodox Church, paying special
attention to the strict adherence to forms and rituals, then my enemy behaved himself
peacefully, left me alone, and even encouraged me. But when I started to go deeper into
Scripture, think deeply over the purpose and usefulness of my ministry, the enemy of my
soul immediately went on the alert. He started to whisper to me, “Reforming church
procedures — that is none of your business. It has been that way for many centuries. Yes,
and even just to think about it is sin, as those people who practiced that were those armed
with “knowledge and wisdom, the chosen men of God.” And who are you? A mere
priest.”

However, an inner voice told me otherwise. Grace was effective and the Holy Spirit
continued to reveal to me the Truth of God step by step, revealing to me Jesus Christ and
His pure, unscathed teaching as the only way to salvation.

The desire to serve the Lord according to God’s will, and not by the dead letter, grew
in me more and more.

My spirit strove to be with the living God, filling the whole universe, and ran away
from the god confined in the walls of the church or hung inside a frame on the wall. My
spirit longed to tell people the truth of God. I wanted everyone to know the living God,
His love and mercy, His presence, His way to salvation, of which Orthodox people had
no understanding.

The tempter continued to whisper in my ear: “If you want to proclaim the Truth of
God, then you can do it in your own church, where you know those who come to church.
They have good relations with you and will listen to your sermons.”

I did not notice that he was telling me this. I though that indeed it would be good to
use the church pulpit for preaching about eternal life, about repentance and the
acceptance of Christ as one’s personal Savior.



It was difficult for me to serve with such double-mindedness. People listened to my
sermons with suspicion, for they knew that the teaching of salvation by grace in Jesus
Christ is not taught in Orthodoxy. Instead, one has to earn salvation — so they all thought.

The evil one did not leave me alone. He whispered in my ear another lie: “Thing
about it, if you depart from Orthodoxy, what an unpleasant situation it would be for the
senior leadership, your congregants, and brothers! You will abandon them without
service, for there are very few priests. The congregants will stop attending church and
will turn cold. Will you not be committing a greater sin?”

However, the Lord is stronger than the Devil. He attracted me to Himself and
showed me through the example of Jesus Christ that I must “depart from that land,
bearing disgrace.” Only in such a way I could bravely without hindrance and double-
mindedness proclaim to my countrymen the way of salvation according to the Scriptures.

I sincerely have faith in the Lord that just as He saved my soul through His love, He
will reveal His salvation to him who does not know Him.

Do this, Lord, for the sake of Your Glory, for the sake of the precious blood of Your
Son and My Lord Jesus Christ.

XVIII. Conclusion

“What I tell you in the night, you will say in the light, and what you hear with the ear,
you will preach on the roofs. And do not fear those who can kill the body but cannot
destroy the soul; rather, fear more the One Who can destroy both body and soul in Hell.”
(Mt. 10:27-8) Jesus said this to His disciples. But these words apply to everyone, whom
God has called to the ministry.

I cannot disobey the Lord and feel myself obligated to tell about what the Lord did for
me.

There was a time in the past when I, as millions of other Orthodox people still do,
could not believe that within Orthodoxy there is not true “orthodoxy” based on the
teaching of Christ and therefore there is no salvation. Therefore, I know that not
everyone who reads this book will agree with my ideas, observations, and conclusions.
Many will give me extreme criticism and accuse me of betraying “the faith of the fathers”
and even God Himself.

But I am not afraid of this. He reveals the truth to the true seeker that my testimony is
true and from the spirit.

I am not shy and do not fear to confess openly my Lord, to witness of His love, even
if it were to cost me my life. My heart overflows with the joy of salvation, which the
Lord showed to me. And at the same time, my heart aches when I think of the millions of
my former brothers following the way of apostasy.

For them I wrote this book.

May the Lord bless this humble work for His glory.



